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SOLVING THE PUZZLE

How do you know what your child needs? How do you know if your child is being challenged?

These are difficult questions to answer.  To do so requires a clear understanding of your child’s abilities, including his/her strengths, weaknesses, likes and dislikes.  The answer to the second question can only be arrived at after careful review of the curriculum and the classroom dynamics.  It’s not enough to simply know what is specified in the curriculum, although this is crucial to the whole process.  You must also know what is happening in the classroom – how the material is presented, whether enrichment or differentiation is occurring, and what is expected of your child.  

Some key points to consider when determining whether your child’s needs are being met are summarized below.  Remember, these are only clues or signals that there may be a need for a change in the curriculum pace or content.  These signals may also indicate other issues that are completely unrelated to academics.  

Do NOT

· Compare Your Child With Another – this is ABSOLUTELY the worst possible predictor!

· Mis-Interpret Achievement Tests -
“PHS”  does NOT mean a child is ready to do post-high-school work; it means a child scored as well as the average high-school graduate who took the test.
DO look for SIGNALS*

*gifted students often show such signs when under-challenged; however, these can also be signs of other problems.
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· Gets easy problems wrong and difficult correct (may also indicate Visual-Spatial learner)

· Refuses to do homework or complete assignments

· Fails to hand in completed work

· Underachievement (below-level performance)


· Verbal Responses about Class

· None (or no useful response)

· Ambivalent (“I don’t know”, “Didn’t do anything”)

· Poor (“Boring”, “Didn’t learn anything”, “Too easy”)

· Negative (“I hate it!”, “It Stinks!” )

· Classroom Behavior (teacher’s input)

· Disrespectful (to classmates and/or teacher)

· Restless (can’t sit still)

· Inattentive (day-dreaming)

· Disruptive (talks, clowns, etc.)

· Behavior at Home

· Angry (lashes out at family members)

· School avoidance (“Monday-morning Flu”)

· Withdrawn, Depressed    
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